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Informatics / Writing Studies 303
Writing Across Media

Fall 2017
______

“Writing has nothing to do with meaning. It has to do with landsurveying and cartography, including the 
mapping of  countries yet to come.”

—Giles Deleuze

Rhetorical Map Assignment
 
So far this semester, we’ve explored both how writing, rhetoric, and media take shape in specific places 
(graffiti) and how these elements are expanded, collapsed, manipulated, and compressed across space (audio 
manipulation). For this assignment, we’ll be composing representations of  space itself.

For this rhetorical map assignment, you’ll need to use mapping conventions as well as spatial and visual logics 
to compose an argument. Through what you foreground, leave out, and emphasize through cartographic 
elements, your map should stake some sort of  claim about space / place. 

You’re free to choose whatever subject matter you like for this project. But if  you’d like a prompt with more 
constraints, here’s a more specific alternative: Compose a map that speaks to some social, cultural, or political 
issue in Champaign-Urbana. For instance, your project could map voter turnout across polling places in the 
city, chart out inaccessible buildings on campus, or pinpoint businesses that are minority owned and operated.  

You’re also welcome to work in whatever medium you choose: canvas, Photoshop, something object-based, 
etc. Consider whether you want your map to be flat or 3D, big or small, rough or smooth, digital or physical, 
pencil or paint, B&W or color, in addition to how information is arranged and organized on the page. Much 
as has been the case in this class, you’ll need to account for your decision-making processes and be able to 
defend your argument about space / place and why it’s important.

At large, this assignment will help you get a better sense of  how space is represented rhetorically. You’ll also 
begin to comprehend how mapping constitutes an act of  writing that speaks back to our world. 

**Note: You may either work with a partner or individually for this assignment; if  you need assistance in 
being paired up, let me know.

(Collaborative) Reflective Statement:

As was the case with your previous assignments, you will need to compose a reflective statement about your 
experiences creating your project (800-1,000 words). Yet instead of  working to compose this reflective 
statement individually, I’m asking you to work with your partner or group to work on a single reflective 
statement. That is to say, you all will only submit one reflective statement per group. 

Composing your statement like this will help you understand connections between forms of  multimodal 
composition: maps, image, and text. It’ll also help you hone your skills in collaborative writing, which is  
common in workplace settings and beyond (feel free to use Google Docs, other technologies, or coordinate 
schedules with your group members). And finally, as was the case with your previous reflective statements, 
this kind of  work will generally help you cultivate an awareness and appreciation for how composition 
process shapes—and in turn is shaped by—the tools, goals, and contexts with / in which you create. 
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While you won’t need a thesis statement or an overarching argument for this document, you should address 
all of  the following questions / requirements :1

• What goal(s) is your rhetorical map trying to accomplish? Think of  this beyond just what’s mentioned in 
the assignment prompt. What does your piece get people to do, or what might it get people to do? For 
whom?

• What rhetorical and material choices did you make to fulfill the goals of  your map? What constraints did 
these choices create for you in this assignment? In other words, what affordances were already decided 
for you in terms of  working within this particular medium, genre, and context? 

• Explain why you pursued this composition plan of  action as opposed to others you might have 
considered. Refer to any ideas you came up with on the road to your map. How did the rhetorical and 
material choices you described above help you accomplish things that other combinations of  choices 
would not have?  

• A list of  who and what assisted you in the creation of  this piece (human and nonhuman). Think of  this 
like the credits at the end of  a movie. 

In the process of  completing this reflective statement, you’ll need to explicitly draw in at least two map-
related course texts that we’ve read this semester. How have these authors’ theories, ideas, and observations 
influenced, challenged, and/or complicated your composing process for this assignment? Be sure to engage 
with and analyze the main ideas of  these texts as opposed to citing peripheral details.

All sources, including course texts, should be cited in your reflective statement whenever you analyze, quote, 
or paraphrase someone else’s ideas or works. Your work should also include a works cited portion of  your 
text that includes all (re)sources referred to in your statement. Either MLA, APA, or Chicago style is fine.

Please post your reflective statement to Compass 2G by class time in accordance with the deadlines below.

Deadlines:

Project Proposal Due: Thursday, November 9 

• Just to make sure you’re on the right track, I’m asking you to write a 400-word proposal for your 
rhetorical map project. More detailed instructions will be posted on the blog. 

• I’ll provide written feedback to you all based on said proposals 

Rhetorical Map Assignment Due: Tuesday, November 28

• You should be prepared to present your project in its entirety in class by this day. 
• Be sure to submit your collaborative reflective to Compass 2G before class starts as well. 

Grading:

Keep in mind that failing to complete this assignment’s reflective statement or failing to participate in any of  
its related or component parts, either sufficiently or in its entirety, will result in a grade penalty for your 
portfolio work.

 Adapted from Shipka’s Toward a Composition Made Whole (2011) 1
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Since this class uses a portfolio system to review and holistically grade your work, this individual assignment 
will receive written feedback from both myself  and your peers but will not receive a letter grade. At two 
points in the semester, I’ll ask you to assemble select pieces of  writing you’ve done thus far—of  which the 
rhetorical map project is one such component—and submit this work collectively in your portfolio. Your 
portfolio, then, will receive a letter grade on the whole, and along with it, you will receive additional feedback 
to help you to improve as a writer. 

That said, here are the precise elements that I’ll be looking for in your rhetorical map project and its 
accompanying reflective statement (pulled right from the prompt above):

Rhetorical Map

• Your rhetorical map successfully combines image and/or alphabetic text to make a compelling argument 
about space / place. From looking at your work, it’s clear how the choices you’ve made make clear what 
you’re trying to communicate. 

• You appropriately and creatively leverage the affordances of  maps in this project. In other words, your 
work clearly demonstrates how you’re taking advantage of  the genre and its ability to represent space and 
make it legible. 

• You additionally take advantage of  the medium in which you’re composing. It’s clear why you chose the 
materials you did to make meaning in your your project. 

• Your project targets a specific audience. It’s clear who this rhetorical map project is intended for from 
looking at it. 

Collaborative Reflective Statement

• Your statement explains the goal(s) of  your rhetorical map.  

• You present an explanation of  who your map is doing work for (i.e., your audience). 

• You explicitly and comprehensively describe the rhetorical and material choices you made to create your 
work.  

• You explain why you composed your rhetorical map the way you did in comparison to other ideas you 
developed along the way. 

• You additionally address how your decision making created affordances and constraints with regard to 
medium, genre, and context in your work. 

• You thoughtfully analyze how the central ideas of  at least two map-related course readings influenced, 
challenged, or complicated your work for this project. 

• You provide a list of  the human and nonhuman resources that assisted you in the creation of  your map 
at the end of  your reflective statement. 

• You cite any and all sources—both in text and in your works cited page—using MLA, APA, or Chicago 
style.


